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February 11, 1944 

Minutes of the Three Hundred and Fortieth Meeting, a Regular 
Meeting, of the Texas Highway Commission, held i n the State Highway 
Building at Austin, Texas, with the following members presents 

Brady Gentry Chairman 
Reuben Williams Member 
Fred I. Khetsch Member 
T. H. Webb Assistant State Highway Engineer 

It i s ordered by the Commission that a Regular Meeting of the 
State Highway Commission be opened at 9:00 A. M., February 11, 1944. 

In BEXAR COUNTY, on bids received January 25, 1944, contract 
for construction of grading, structures, flexible base and asphaltic 
concrete pavement, from E. right of way Missouri Pacific Railroad to 
Frio City Road via Aviation Blvd. and Quintana Road, a distance of 2.044 
miles on HIGBWAY M.R., Control 521-7-1, DAWR 95-A (1), i s awarded to 
J. 0. Mock, J r . , Corpus Chrlsti, Texas for $44,862.03, which i s the 
lowest and best bid, subject to the concurrence of the Public Roads 
Administration. 

In GALVESTON COUNTY, on bids received January 25, 1944, 
contract for construction of Ferry Office Building, Carpenter Shop and 
Public Toilets at Bolivar Ferry Landing i n Galveston, on HIGHWAY NO. 87, 
Control 367-6-7, DAWC 87-A (3), i s awarded to Essllnger-Misch Company, 
Texas City, Texas for $33,570,00, which i s the lowest and best bid, 
subject to the concurrence of the Public Roads Administration. 

In MEDINA COUNTY, on bids received January 25, 1944, contract 
for construction of grading, flexible base, asphalt surface, concrete 
curb, gutter and sidewalk from. H a u l Street entrance Hondo Army Air 
Forces Navigation School to N. W. Corner Court House Square in Hondo, a 
distance of 0.871 mile on HIGHWAY M.P.., Control 915-23-1, DAWR 99-A (1), 
i s awarded to J. 0. Mack, J r . , Corpus Chr l s t i , Texas for $24,813.17, 
which i s the lowest and best bid, subject to the concurrence of the 
Public Roads Administration. 

In REEVES COUNTY, on bids received January 25, 1944, contract 
for construction of grading, culverts, flexible base and double asphalt 
surface treatment, from 16 miles S.E. of Pecos to the Pecos County li n e , 
a distance of 10.0 miles on U. S. HIGBWAY 285, Control 139-6-1, i s awards*, 
to H. C. Towles, Dallas, Texas for $94,591.27, which is the lowest and 
best bid. 

On the following projects for which bids were received on 
January 25, 1944 and on which contracts have been awarded, an i n i t i a l 
construction appropriation of $140,100.00 i s hereby made to be d i s t r i ­
buted to the projects below: 

PROJECT HWY. LENGTH 
TYPE OF 

CONSTRUCTION LOCATION AMOUNT 

C-139-6-1 US 
285 

Galveston DAWC 87-A(3) 87 

10.000 Gr.,Str.,Flex.] 
& Asph. 

Office Blag., & 
Fa c i l i t i e s 

16 Mi.S.E. $ 23,900.00 
of Pecos 
TO: Pecos Co. 
Line 

At Bolivar 
Ferry In 
Galveston 

37,200.00 

(Continued on next page) 
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COUNTY PROJECT HWY. LENGTH 
TYPE OF 

CONSTRUCTION LOCATION AMOUNT 

Bexar 

Medina 

20399 

DAWR 95-A(l) M.R. 

DAWR 99-A(l) M.R. 

2.044 Gr.,Str.,Flex. Mo.Pac. R.R. $51,800.00 
Be. & Asph.Cono. TO: Frio 

City Rd, via 
Aviation Blvd. 

Hondo Army 27,200.00 
Navigation 
School TO: 
Hondo 

0.871 Gr. ,Flex. Bs.( 
Asphalt 

TOTAL 

A.F.E. 44-20 

$ 140,100.00 

In the following oountles an appropriation of $94,186.99 i s 
herehy made in amounts shown opposite the project number for the con­
struction by Day Labor Method under the authority as shown. 

COUNTY PROJECT HWY. LENGTH 
TYPE OF 

CONSTRUCTION LOCATION AMOUNT 

Reeves 

Ector 

Fayette 

Freestone 

20400 

F.S. 2 

F.S. 3 

1-323-2-4 

1-456-1-1 

95 

FM 
27 

8.1 

Prelim. Engr. 
Cost for Flight 
Strip 

Prelim. Engr. 
Cost for Flight 
Strip 

Bridge Bepalr 
& Appr. 

Gr.,Str., Flex. 
Bs. & Asph. 

Near Orla $ 6,315.79 
Parallel 
U.S. Hwy.285 

Jet. Hwy.51 
& U.S. 80 in 
Odessa 

2 Ml. 8.of 
Cistern 

From End of 
Pvt. i n 
Wortham TO: 
1 Ml. S. of 
Klrvin 

4,871.20 

3,000.00 

80,000.00 

TOTAL $ 94,186.99 

A.F.E. 44-21 

It i s ordered hy the Commission that the following Municipal 
Maintenance Agreements executed hy the State Highway Engineer are 
herehy approved: 

CITY COUNTY HIGHWAY DISTRICT 

Throckmorton 

Bowie 

Eleotra 
Vernon 
West Vernon 
Slaton 

Throckmorton 

Montague 

Wichita 
Wilbarger 
Wilbarger 
Lubbock 

U.S. 183, 
State 24 
U.S. 287, 
State 59 
U.S. 287 
U.S. 
U.S. 
U.S. 84 

283 & 

81 & 

70 
70 & 287 & 283 
70 & 287 

3 
3 
3 
5 
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20400 Con limed 

20401 

CITY COUNTY HIGHWAY DISTRICT 

Cuero De Witt U.S. 87, 77 & 
State 29 

13 

Kilgore Oregg State 26, 259, 
Spurs Nos. 66 & 

135 & 
a 101 

10 

Alamo Heights Bexar U.S. 81 15 
Seguin Guadalupe State 123 15 
Seguin Guadalupe U.S. 90 15 
Seguin Guadalupe State 3 15 
New Braunfels Comal Loop No. 3 (Business Route) 15 
New Braunfels Comal U.S. 81 15 
New Braunfels Comal State 46 15 
Kerrville Kerr State 16 15 
Kerrville Kerr State 27 15 
Brownsville Cameron U. S. 83 21 
Brownsville Cameron State 4 21 
Brownsville Cameron State 48 21 
Edcouch Hidalgo State 107 21 
Santa Boss Cameron State 107 21 
Boma Starr U.S. 83 21 
Shamrock Wheeler U. S. 66 & 83 25 
Newcastle Young State 251 & 24 3 
Mart McLennan State 164 9 

It la ordered by the Commlaaion that the following lease 
agreements executed by the State Highway Engineer are hereby approved: 

COUNTY LOCATION USE CONSIDERATION LEASED FROM PERIOD 

Calhoun 

Val Verde 

Johnson 

Wood 

Coleman 

Guadalupe 

20402 

Port Lavaca 

Del Elo 

Cleburne 

Granbury 

Coleman 

Seguin 

Asphalt $12.00 per yr. T. & N.O. EE Co. 
Storage Tank 
Site 
Maintenance $10.00 per yr. Mr. & Mrs. Jack 
Patrol Camp J. Lane 
Site 45 miles 
North of Del Elo 
Section ware- $65.00 per yr. J.Ed. Persons 
house site 
in Cleburne 
Material stor-$ 7.50 per yr. Dwight Freeland 
age site i n 
Granbury 
Section ware- $50.00 per yr. Walter J. Moran 
house site 
and storage 
site In 
Coleman 
Material $26.00 per yr. T. & N.O. EE Co. 
Storage 
Site on T. & 
N.O. EE.EOW 

9-20-43 
to 

8- 31-45 
11-15-43 

to 
11-15-45 

9- 1-43 
to 

9-1-44 
9-29-43 

to 
9-29-45 
1-1-44 

to 
1-1-46 

4-6-44 
to 

4-6-47 

WHEREAS, House B i l l No. 273 passed by the 48th Regular Session 
of the Texas Legislature, recognized the possible scarcity of metal and 
other material suitable for the manufacture of Motor Vehicle License 
Plates and provided for this and other emergency conditions by author­
izing the State Highway Department to issue for the 1943 and for the 
1944 motor vehicle registration years a single plate or plates of metal 

(Continued on next page) 
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20402 or other materiel, symbols, tebs or other devices whichwhenetteched 
to emotor vehicle bevingbeen duly registered for the preceding 
registretion yeer shell be deemed tobe the legel registretion inslgnle 
for the registretion yeer for which Issued; end authorized the Stete 
Hlghwey Depertment to Issue for motor vehicles not previously registered 
e metel license plete or pletes or symbols, tebs or other devices which 
shallhe deemed tobe the legelregistretion Inslgnle for the registre-
tion yeer In which the vehicle Is registered, end 

WHEREAS, under Texes Stetutes, Motor Vehicle License Pletes 
ere menufectured for the Texes Hlghwey Depertment hy the Texes Prison 
Systemet the Huntsvllle Penitentiary where the prectlce In pest yeers 
hesbeen to stopmenufecture on current production tomeke supplementary 
orders of the previous year's pletes es required, end 

WHEREAS, f u l l sized 1942 license pletes heve heenretelned in 
place throughout the 1945registration yeer end w i l l he retained through 
out the 1944 registration yeer; and to stock license plates in 254 
Oounty Tex Assessor-Collector offices requires oereful estimates to 
avoid waste In over-stocking; and the Motor Vehicle Registration in 
Texes has heen and is impossible to predict, due to influx of people to 
Military Estehlisbments and to Defense Industries; and as a result some 
counties needaddltlonal 1942 plates and 1945 tabs to properly register 
motor vehicles; and the eveilehle supply of 1942 pletes and 1945 tabs 
has heen exhausted, and 

WHEREAS, e very lerge reduction InTexes Prison Inmates has 
changed procedure so es to render the manufacture of edditionel 1942 
plates end 1945 tabs at this time Impossible without delaying the pro­
duction of 1944 tabs beyond the time such tabs must he in the bands of 
County Tex Assessors-Collectors; and i t i s deemed advisable to provide 
for 1944 registration f i r s t , now 

THEREFORE, i t i s orderedhy theSteteHighwey Oommissionthat, 
since the retention of 1942 plates comprises a pert of the legel 
reglstretion inslgnle for the 1945 and 1944 registrationyears, a gummed 
label or sticker he issued when f u l l sized 1942 plates are not available 
and suchgummed label or sticker hearing the year 1942 shell he deemed 
the legel registration insignia for 1942 plate or plates from the date 
of issuance un t i l May 1, 1944 hy which time the motor vehicle owner 
shall obtain from the Oounty Tax Assessor-Collector issuing the label 
or sticker, 1942 plate or plates withnumhers corresponding to those 
shown on the motor vehicle registration receipt; and that such label or 
sticker he displayed in the lower right corner of windshield or i f 
vehicle i s a t r a i l e r or a type which does not have a windshield, in a 
prominent, protectedplace. 

It is also ordered that a gummed label or sticker hearing tbe 
year 1945he issued to eachmotor vehicle owner applying for registra­
tion when 1945 tab or tabs ere not available and that such label or 
sticker he deemed the legal registration insignia when used with the 
legal registration insignia for 1942 retained throughout the 1945 
registretionyear; and that such label or sticker he recognized as the 
legal registration insignia fromthe date of issuance u n t i l A p r i l 2, 
1944; and that such label or sticker he displayed in the lower right 
corner of windshield or i f vehicle i s a t r a i l e r or a type which does not 
have e windshield, in a prominent, protected place, 

20405 WHEREAS, incompliance witb Minute No, 20572, fifteenone-
million dollar 7/S$Treasury Certificates of Indebtedness maturing 
Ap r i l 1, 1944, and numbered 1715 and2100-2179 inclusive, were sold 
through the Sen Antonio Drench of the Federel Reserve Hank on January 
51, 1944 for February 1, 1944 delivery at per of $15,000,000,00 plus 
accrued interest and premium i n the emount of $52,299,90; and 

(Continued on next page) 
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20405 

20406 

20407 

20408 

# 

20409 
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February 11, 1944 

WHEREAS, the accrued Interest and premium have been deposited 
in the State Highway Fund, and fifteen new one-million dollar 7/8$ 
Treasury Certificates of Indebtedness numbered 53-67 inclusive and 
dated February 1, 1944, have been received as acknowledged by the receip 
of Mr. Jesse James, State. Treasurer, dated February 3, 1944; 

THEREFORE, i t is ordered hy the Commission that the receipt of 
Mr. Jesse James, State Treasurer, for the ahove numbered Treasury 
Certificates he accepted and that said certificates he retained hy Mr. 
Jesse James, State Treasurer, i n his custody for safe keeping un t i l 
redeemed. 

It having been brought to the attention of the Commission 
that the funds made available hy Minute No. 20138 for the Issuance of 
I.P.E. Authorizations during the present f i s c a l year have been exhausted 
and since i t i s evident that an additional appropriation of funds w i l l 
he required to permit the completion of surveys and plans on projects 
programmed for construction and also to undertake other meritorious 
preliminary work authorized, i t is ordered that an additional appropria­
tion of $750,000 he made for the remainder of the f i s c a l year ending 
August 31, 1944. A l l conditions set forth in Minute No. 20138 are to 
remain i n effect i n regard to this additional appropriation. 

A.F.E. 44-22 

It i s ordered hy the Commission that an appropriation of 
$25,000.00 he and i s hereby made for District 7 to cover the cost of 
repairing damages to various highways due to the recent freeze. 

A.F.E. 44-23 

In BURLESON COUNTY on FARM HIGHWAY 50, from Highway 21 west of 
the Brazos River to the intersection with Farm Highway 60 four miles 
east of Snook, a distance of 8.220 miles designated by Minute 19433 
dated May 20, 1942, It i s ordered by the Commission that the actual 
o f f i c i a l date of State assumption of maintenance was January 25, 1944. 

In COLLIN COUNTY, on HIGHWAY NO. 289, Control L 91-4-5, 91-4-6 
and 91-5-6, i t i s ordered that an increased appropriation of $15,250.00 
he and i s hereby made to permit completion of the work now under way on 
this section of Highway. 

A.F.E. 44-24 

In EDWARDS COUNTY on STATE HIGHWAY 55, i t i s ordered by the 
Commission that an appropriation of $4,645.00 he and i s hereby made to 
oover part of the 1944 Asphalt Program for the purpose of placing a 
seal coat from the south city limits of Rock Springs to a point 6.5 
miles south, a distance of 6.5 miles. This work i s to he performed on 
the day lahor basis through the Maintenance Division. 

A.F.E. 44-25 

In GALVESTON COUNTY on DAWC 87-A(l), Control 367-6-5, STATE 
HIGBWAY 87, the cost of hydraulic embankment under contract and work 
performed by State forces w i l l exceed the amount originally appropriated 
and an additional appropriation of $33,100.00 Is herehy made to permit 
proper completion of construction. 

A.F.E. 44-26 
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In GREGG COUNTY, i t i s ordered that STATE HIGHWAY NO. 522 he 
extended from the Rusk County line north to Highway 149, with the under­
standing that the present road he assumed for maintenance unt i l such 
time as construct ion can be provided on an appropriate route. 

In HARRIS COUNTY on U. S. HIGHWAY 90, i t i s ordered by the 
Commission that an appropriation of $11,025.00 be and i s hereby made to 
cover the work of leveling the pavement with mudjack from the east end 
of the San Jacinto River Bridge to the Harris-Liberty County li n e , a 
distance of 9.52 miles. This work i s to be performed on the day labor 
basis through the Maintenance Division. 

A.F.E. 44-27 

In HARRIS COUNTY on U. S. HIGHWAY 75, i t i s ordered by the 
Commission that an appropriation of $5,000.00 be and i s herehy made to 
improve drainage conditions from 1.023 miles north of the north oity 
limits of Houston to 1.423 miles north, a distance of 1,423 miles. This 
work w i l l be performed on the day labor basis through the Maintenance 
Division. 

A.F.E. 44-28 

In HARRIS COUNTY on U. S. HIGHWAYS 59 and 90-A, i t IB ordered 
by the Commission that an appropriation of $1,500.00 be and is hereby 
made for drainage improvement work from the Junction of South Main and 
Bypass Route to 2.547 miles west, a distance of 2.547 miles. This work 
i s to be performed on the day labor basis through the Maintenance 
Division. 

A.F.E. 44-29 

In JEFF DAVIS COUNTY on HIGHWAY 17, Control L-104-4-1, i t i s 
ordered that an appropriation of $35,000.00 be and i s hereby made to 
cover the cost of surfacing this section of highway. 

A.F.I. 44-30 

In LAMAR COUNTY on OLD STATE HIGHWAY 24, i t Is ordered that an 
appropriation of $12,200.00 be and i s hereby made to cover the cost of 
repairs extending from Paris south, a distance of approximately five 
miles, and the State Highway Engineer i s directed to perform this work 
through the Maintenance Division so that the route may then be returned 
to the County for maintenance. 

A.F.E. 44-31 

In MONTGOMERY OOUNTY on STATE HIGHWAY 105, i t i s ordered by 
the Commission that an appropriation of $2,800.00 be and is hereby made 
to replace the bridge across Fish Creek which failed under load. This 
work i s to be handled through the Maintenance Division. 

A.F.E. 44-32 
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In NACOGDOCHES COUNTY on STATE HIGHWAY 7, i t ie ordered by the 
Commission that an appropriation of $8,078.00 be and is hereby made for 
the purpose of reconditioning sections of highway from the intersection 
of Highway 21 east of Nacogdoches to the Attoyac River, a distance of 
0.966 mile. This work is to be performed on the day labor basis through 
the Maintenance Division. 

A.F.E. 44-33 

In SHACKELFORD AND CALLAHAN COUNTIES on U. S. HIGHWAY 183 
from Hubbard Creek to the Callahan County li n e , a distance of 4.072 
miles and from the Shackelford County line to Baird, a distance of 8.246 
miles, designated by Minute No. 16701 dated September 26, 1939, i t la 
ordered by the Commission that the actual o f f i c i a l date of State 
maintenance ia February 1, 1944. 

In TAYLOR COUNTY on FARM HIQHWAY 89 AND PARK ROAD 32 from 
Highway 158 in Abilene to the Lake Abilene State Park, a distance of 
16.8 miles and 1.6 miles within the Park area, a total distance of 18.4 
miles, designated by Minute 20351 dated December 16, 1943, i t i s ordered 
by the Commission that the actual o f f l o i a l date of State assumption of 
maintenance i s February 1, 1944. 

In TAYLOR COUNTY on WAR HIQHWAY 21 from Tye to Caps, a dlstanc, 
of 6.241 miles,designated by Minute 20317 dated November 16, 1943, i t i s 
ordered by the Commission that the actual o f f i c i a l date of State 
assumption of malntenanoe was February 1, 1944. 

In TAYLOR COUNTY on FARM HIGHWAY 89, from Highway 158 i n 
Abilene to Lake Abilene State Park, a distance of 16,8 miles, l t i s 
ordered by the Commission that an appropriation of $7,450.00 be and i s 
hereby made for repairs needed to place this section of highway in 
proper condition for maintenance. This work i s to be performed on the 
day labor basis through the Maintenance Division. 

A.F.E. 44-34 

In TRAVIS, BLANCO AND BURNET COUNTIES, i t i s ordered that a 
Ranch to Market Highway be designated extending from U. 8. Highway 290 
at or near Austin to U. S. Highway 281 south of Marble Fal l s , following 
a route generally south of the Colorado River, oh condition that no 
maintenance w i l l be assumed on the designation u n t i l i t shall have been 
constructed, and on the further condition that no part of an existing 
road shall be considered as being a part of this highway designation 
u n t i l and unless i t develops when the highway i s constructed that a 
part of an existing t r a f f i c f a c i l i t y has been given f u l l u t i l i t y without 
destruction. 

The State Highway Engineer i s directed to proceed with 
establishment of route and location and to proceed with the preparation 
of right-of-way deeds i n order that the Counties may secure the right-
of-way for this proposed road at their convenience. This designation i s 
conditioned upon the Counties involved agreeing to secure the necessary 
right-of-way at such time as the deeds may be presented to them. 
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WHEREAS, inOHlDDHESS OOUNTY, tbe d e s i r e b i l i t y of designeting 
andmeinteiningeFerm teMerket Reed, extending fromObildreas te 
T e l l , le under consideration; end 

WHEREAS, tne Oounty, ecting through Its eonstitutedeutbority 
nes requested tbls deslgnatlonand maintenance and nas pledged tnat tne 
Oounty w i l l r e t e i n f u l l e n d complete responsibility for tbe f u l l e n d 
f i n a l peyment of e l l Indebtedness preveiling against tbe road; end 

WHEREAS, In offering t o r e t e l n f u l l responsibility for 
Indebtedness prevailing egelnat tbe roed they recognize tbe flnenclel 
geln tbet w i l l eccrue to tbe Oounty fromStete assumption of tbe expense 
of future meintenence eleng tbe propoaed daalgnetlon; end 

WHEREAS, SeneteHillNo, 340, Regular Session, Forty-Eighth 
Degialetura, makes possible Oounty retention of prevailing Indebtedness 
onFerm toMarket Roeda dealgnetedby tbe Higbwey Oemmlaslen; and 

WHEREAS, tbe Higbwey Oommlsslon i n i t s deliberation of tbe 
merits of tbis designetion end maintenance baa taken into consideration 
tbe policy of ellowing Oounty indebtedness to remain witb tbe Oounty, 
ea well es tbe enebling legialetion tberefor; 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED thateFermto Market Roedhe 
end i a bareby designeted, extending from Obildress westerly te T e l l , 
e distance of epproxlmately 11,5 miles, seid roed tobe signed for tbe 
proper guidance of tbe travelingpublic es eFARM TOMARKET HIGHWAY, end 
tbe Stete Higbwey Engineer i s directed to ineugurete negotietlons witb 
Obildress Oounty te consummate an agraement wbereby tbe Oounty and/or 
Roed District, ectingby end tbrougb tbe Commissioners' Oourt, i n 
eonsideretion of tbis deaignetionend meintenence w i l l retein f u l l 
responsibility for e l l preveiling indebtedness egelnat tbe roed or reada 
tbat may aerve aitber temporarily or permanently es epert of tbis 
designetion, e l l es permitted under Senete D i l l No, 54S, Regular Seaaion 
Forty-EighthDagialeture, endfurnisb suebrlgbt of way as maybe 
required, Tbis order of tbe Hignwey Oommissionwillnot beoome affective 
u n t i l tba agreement baa bean exeeutedby tbe authorized offioiela of 
Obildress Oounty end tbe Stete Higbway Department, 

In GiASSOOOK OOUNTY, i t i s ordered that EdNCNNIGNWAY NO. 33 
he extended fromapoint near the county line south te OardenOity. 
This designation ia made withthe understanding that no maintenance 
w i l i h e assumed un t i l theread shall haveheen construetedhy the State 
along the approved location, and that ne existing travel f a c i l i t y i s 
a part of this designation u n t i l and unless i t shall have heenproved 
that the l o c a t i o n w i l l traverse an existing travel f a c i l i t y , and that 
said f a c i l i t y i s ineerperated into the highway systemwitheut destruc­
tion or modificatienhy new construction. The State NighwayEngineer i s 
directed tomake such preparation as may he in order to provide for 
construction of this route when conditions permit. 

WHEREAS, in HARDEMAN AND W1DHARCER COUNTIES, the d e s i r e b i l i t y 
of designetingendmeinteininge FermtoMerket Roed, extending from 
Chillioothenorthend eeet toU, S, HighweyNo. 2So vie Cdell, ie under 
oonsideretlon; end 

WHEREAS, the Counties, eoting throughtheir constituted 
authorities, heve requested this designetionend meintenence end heve 
pledged thet the Counties w i l l r e t e i n f u l l e n d complete responsibility 
for the f u l l end f i n e l peyment of e l l indebtedness preveiling egeinst 
the roed; end 

(Continued on next pege) 
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20425 Cont nued --

WHEREAS, in offering to retain f u l l responsibility for indebted 
ness prevailing against the road they recognize the financial gain that 
w i l l accrue to the Counties from State assumption of the expense of 
future maintenance along the proposed designation; and 

WHEREAS, Senate B i l l No. 348, Regular Session, Forty-Eighth 
Legislature, makes possible County retention of prevailing indebtedness 
on Farm to Market Roads designated by the Highway Commission; and 

WHEREAS, the Highway Commission i n Its deliberation of the 
merits of this designation and maintenance has taken into consideration 
the policy of allowing County indebtedness to remain with the County, 
as well as the enabling legislation therefor; 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED THAT a Farm to Market Road be 
and i s hereby designated, extending from Chlllicothe to U. S. Highway 
No. 283 via Odell, a distance of approximately 15.5 miles, said road 
to be assumed for maintenance and to be signed for the proper guidance o: 
the traveling public as a FARM TO MARKET HIGHWAY, and the State Highway 
Engineer i s directed to inaugurate negotiations with Hardeman and 
Wilbarger Counties to consummate ah agreement whereby the Counties and/ 
or Road Diatriota, acting by and through the Commiasionera' Courta, in 
consideration of this designation and maintenance, w i l l retain f u l l 
responsibility for a l l prevailing Indebtedness against the road or 
roads that may serve either temporarily or permanently as a part of 
this designation, a l l as permitted under Senate B i l l No. 348, Regular 
Session, Forty-Eighth Legislature, and furnish such right of way as may 
be required. This order of the Highway Commission w i l l not become 
{Effective u n t i l the agreement has been executed by the authorized 
o f f i c i a l s of Hardeman and Wilbarger Counties and the State Highway 
Department. 

WHEREAS, in HARDIN AND TYLER COUNTIES, the desirability of 
designating and maintaining the improved portion of a Farm to Market 
Road extending from Silsbee north to an Intersection with U. S. Highway 
No. 190 i s under consideration; and 

WHEREAS, the Counties, acting through their constituted 
authorities, have requested this designation and maintenance and have 
pledged that the Counties w i l l retain f u l l and complete responsibility 
for the f u l l and f i n a l payment of a l l indebtedness prevailing against thf 
road; and 

WHEREAS, in offering to retain f u l l responsibility for 
indebtedness prevailing against the road they recognize the financial 
gain that w i l l accrue to the Counties from State assumption of the 
expense of future maintenance along the proposed designation; and 

WHEREAS, Senate B i l l No. 348, Regular Session, Forty-Eighth 
Legislature, makes possible County retention of prevailing indebtedness 
on Farm to Market Roads designated by the Highway Commission; and 

WHEREAS, the Highway Commission i n i t s deliberation of the 
merits of this designation and maintenance has taken into consideration 
the policy of allowing County indebtedness to remain with the County, 
as well as the enabling legislation therefor; 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED THAT a Farm to Market Road he 
and i s hereby designated, extending from Silsbee north to U. S. Highway 
No. 190, a distance of approximately 37.5 miles, the improved section 
extending from Silsbee north to approximately 4 miles north of Spurger, 

(Continued on next page) 
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20426 Oon Innod — 

a distance of approximately 28.5 mileo, to bo aosumod for ototo 
malntononoo, oald road to be olgnod for tho proper guidance of tbe 
traveling public ao a FdEM TO mdEKET EIO^^Y, o ^ 
Engineer lo directed to Inaugurate negotiations v l t h Eordln and Tyler 
Oountleo to eonoummate on agreement vhereby tho Oountleo ond/or Eoad 
Distr i c t s , acting by ond through tho Oommloolonero^ Oourto, In oonolder-
atlon of thlo deolgnatlon ond maintenance, v l l l retain f u l l responsi­
b i l i t y for a l l prevailing Indebtedness against the road or roado that 
moy servo either temporarily or permanently as a part of this 
designation, a l l as permitted under Senate 8111 Eo. 548, Eegnlar 8eoolon 
Forty-Eighth leglolature, ond furnloh ouch right of voy ao moy be 
required. This order of the Elghvay Oommloolon v l l l not become effec­
tive u n t i l the ogreoment has boon executed by tho authorized o f f l c l a l o 
of Eardln ond Tyler Oountleo and tho State Elghvay Department. 

20427 In HUDSPETH COUNTY* It i s ordered that a SPUR he designated 
from U. S. Highway No. 80 north to Fort Hancock, a distance of approxi­
mately one mile, and the State Highway Engineer i s directed to assume 
maintenance of the existing f a c i l i t y . 

20428 In SABINE COUNTY, on STATE HIGHWAY NO. 87, i t i s ordered that 
a project he authorized for construction of grading, drainage 
structures, and select material, extending from 2.6 miles north of 
Milam north, a distance of approximately 3.6 miles, at an estimated 
total cost of $50,000.00, and the State Highway Engineer i s directed 
to make application to Federal authorities as may he necessary, looking 
toward the immediate construction of this project, and to proceed with 
such construction when authorized. 

20429 WHEREAS, the Highway Commission by Order No. 19441, dated 
May 20, 1942, with modification Order No. 19498, dated June 23, 1942, 
authorized leaves of absence for engineering personnel where such 
personnel l e f t the Department to enter the employ of the Federal Govern­
ment in a c i v i l i a n capacity with the U. S. Corps of Engineers, and 

WHEREAS, the Highway Commission hy Order No. 19880, dated 
March 8, 1943, recognized that the emergency need for engineering 
personnel in the U. 8. Corps of Engineers i n a c i v i l i a n capacity no 
longer existed and ordered that from March 8, 1943, leaves of absence 
he granted only to those employees entering the armed forces who were 
accepted for employment hy the Highway Department on or before December 
7, 1941, and 

WHEREAS, It has now hecome evident that the U. S, Corps of 
Engineers are rapidly completing their work such that their employees 
i n a c i v i l i a n capacity are being or can he released, permitting the 
Highway Department to r e c a l l i t s former employees to the much-needed 
work now the responsibility of the Highway Department, 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that former Highway Department 
employees absent on leave under the c i v i l i a n clause of the policy 
reviewed ahove he recalled and that a l l such leaves of absence he 
canceled for those who have failed to respond hy May 1, 1944. 
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February 11, 1944 

It is ordered by the Commission that the Regular Meeting of 
the State Highway Commission be closed at 6:00 P. M., February 11, 1944. 

I hereby certify that the above and foregoing pages constitute 
the f u l l , true and correct record of a l l proceedings and o f f i c i a l 
orders of the State Highway Commission at i t s Three Hundred and Fortieth 
Meeting, a regular meeting, held at Austin, Texas on February 11, 1944. 

CHIEF MINUTE C 
TEXAS STATE HIG 
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